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Summary 
Non-governmental organizations (NGO) initiated communication and collaboration with various target groups towards establishing coastal dunes protection partnerships in order to manage both, practice protection and recultivation work locally in the field and taking part into decision making process for the coastal management planning and legislation development. The NGO’s initiatives and lately the project proposal was prepared to facilitate participatory dune protection and re-cultivation system development, being particularly threatened by the lack of coastal belts law enforcement capacities and not satisfactory inter-organizational (multilevel and cross-sectoral) co-operation and interested stakeholders’ participation. The level of information and professional training, law enforcement skills and collaboration experience are very different for formal and non-formal parties involved in this process. As to the very important success factors for coastal dunes protection partnerships development is to be mentioned collaboration type communication process facilitation – complementary combination of information, education, participation and green behaviour  instruments being acquired and well further developed and implemented by environmental NGO’s. This practice is to be widely spread for other stakeholders in the field.
Introduction
In order to go ahead with further solving the problem of destroying dunes by vehicles and tourists illegal camp sites there is obvious need of cooperation between all levels of governance from local to the national (and even beyond) as there are stakeholders to be mentioned like local inhabitants and municipalities, environmental protections authorities in the regions and at the ministry level and also various science branches/institutions and business. Previous existing dune protection control was based mainly on poorly staffed and equipped regional environmental inspectors and municipal policemen, but overall coastal area planning and management on local municipalities’ territorial development plans, unfortunately, until recently being not approved for  many coastal municipalities. In the situation of growing coastal recreation interest and tourism, but still very limited number of existing car parks and other coastal tourism infrastructure there was the background for the NGO’s not only to initiate coastal patrols to control coastal belts law realization into practice, particularly in the summer time and weekends, but also initiate long term partnerships.

Coastal dune protection practice work and step-wise communication and partnership development was elaborated in the early 90-ties, but widely spread during 1997-2003 and finally culminating during realization of the joint project “Save Latvian Dunes” (2007-2009), when finally also volunteer environmental inspectorate system for coastal protection was established. All diverse, but complementary, project activities, particularly based on coastal partnerships and collaboration communication, have been developed and jointly managed by three national NGO’s. 

Complementary instruments for participatory dunes management
During last decade there are to be seen several important factors being helpful for coastal dune protection developments, even most of them are to be noted important for the participatory environmental management as a whole – democratisation and self-activity initiation process of the society, diversification of participation forms and methods at all governance levels and esp. their interaction, legal acts (e.g. Environmental impact assessment, Territorial planning and also Building laws, renewed versions of the Protection belts law and Environmental protection law in 2006 etc) and administrative regulations are clearly supporting public participation. Also the first widely known cases of the legal processes against coastal belt violations, esp. with illegal building works within the restricted 150m or 300m zone are contributing to the growing coastal values understanding and enhancement of other elements of coastal awareness.
The main sustainable development principles applied for this particular coastal partnership are to be mentioned as follows – participatory, involvement of all administration bodies and use of a combination of instruments. This bottom-up initiative and, actually, a success story, was further on supported by various top-down and horizontal instruments – participation and coordination mechanisms, information, education and demonstration methods, economic and legal instruments as well as planning and institutional capacity building instruments. There were following types of activities to be recognized step wise and all interacting leading to coastal dunes protection partnership and communication development e.g.:
- coastal dunes patrols supported by information and education work components;

- information and education materials (booklets, newspaper articles and plate number photos of cars violating coastal belt law,  info stands and roadside signs, photo exhibitions and even video advertisement on national TV, etc) designed and appropriately spread;

- clean-up campaigns in the dunes area with local inhabitants and schoolchildren, as well as re-cultivation e.g. tree planting etc, activities;

- lectures/seminars, also international seminars, local trainings;

- collaboration meetings and action planning together with other stakeholders, incl. building collaboration networks;

- participatory work in the local municipal planning process, national legislation and strategies design as well as using guaranteed access to justice in the cases of serious law violations;

- applying for the special training and approved legal status (as from 2009 introduced also in the coastal protection) and further work as officially registered voluntary environmental inspectors.

However process of diminishing coastal belts law violation cases is, of course, the long term process, even state environmental inspectors do recognize decrease of violation protocols issued during last two years. General public and recreation tourists awareness raising on dunes protection has been accounted as improving as well, but most importantly, there is to be seen gradual and steady establishment process of the collaborative coastal dune management system.

Conclusions
All in all, the proposed project implementation scheme has been very effective and generated various smaller local partnerships and a range of spin-off developments, particularly at the national level and for collaboration in the environmental decision making. Coastal dunes protection partnership results are not only facilitating further ongoing coastal communication activities, but also serving as positive case of non-governmental and governmental/municipal collaboration in the field of national environmental management.
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